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AGGENEYS 
INTERNATIONAL 

ACADEMY 
Year: 2025 (Vol 12/No 2 – April) 

 

 

The Goshawk 
!!!! Important Dates!!! 
------------------------------- 

TERM TWO DATES 
8 April – 27 June 

 
EAGLE HOUSE FET SCHOOL  

TERM ONE 
9 JANUARY - 4 MAY 

TERM TWO  
7 MAY - 8 AUG 

 
EAGLE HOUSE MID-TERM BREAK 

27 JUNE - 7 JULY 
 

Public Holidays in Term 2: 
 

 Public Holiday  
 Good Friday 

Friday-18 April 
 

 Family Day 
 Monday-21 April 

 
 Freedom Day 
 Monday-28 April  

 
 School Holidays 
 29-30 April  

 
 Worker’s Day 

                    1 May 
 

 School Holiday 
                    Friday –2 May  
 

 Youth Day 
 Monday-16 June  

******** 
June Exams  
02 June – 13 June 

Key stage 3 (7-9) – 01 June 
Key stage 2 (3-6) – 02 June 
 Key stage 1 Assessments 

 
VERY IMPORTANT 

It is vital that all parents ensure they 
are on one of these communication 
groups for regular feeds and updates: 

 

• AIA fund-raising and 
Notices groups 

• BB WhatsApp group 
Please follow us on Facebook: 

 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/prof 
ile.php?id=100091591255589& 
mibextid=ZbWKwL 
or visit our website: 
https://www.aia.school.za 
for information about our school, 
policies, registrations and more. 

 

 

Navigating Our Digital Future 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
I remember our first IBM computer with its monochrome screen when I was 14, and classics 
like Space Invaders and Pac-Man. Technology has transformed dramatically since then. The 
evolution from Nokia and Motorola phones to today's devices like I-Phones and Samsung, has 
virtually eliminated landline communication while introducing us to social media, turning us 
into digital citizens in an interconnected world. 
 
As this term is ending, I am reflecting on the complex digital environment our students 
navigate daily. While our school is still exploring artificial intelligence technologies, these 
tools increasingly shape our children's world. 
 
Digital citizenship now extends beyond teaching responsible internet use - we must prepare 
students for a reality where AI generates essays, creates art, and simulates conversations. 
Though we have not incorporated AI tools into our curriculum, many students are already 
experimenting with them at home. 
 
In classroom discussions, students share experiences with various AI applications. This 
curiosity is promising but emphasises our responsibility to develop their critical thinking skills 
for thoughtful engagement with these technologies. 
 
Our school will soon participate in professional development on AI's educational implications. 
We will approach this frontier thoughtfully, ensuring any future integration aligns with our 
core educational values. 
 
As parents and educators, we can prepare children through open conversations about 
technology, discussing digital ethics, human creativity, and original thinking. 
 
This holiday, I encourage families to discuss technology's evolution and its impact on learning. 
How can we use these tools responsibly while maintaining authentic voices? 
 
Our goal is to move forward thoughtfully, ensuring children develop not just technical 
competence but wisdom to navigate an increasingly complex digital world. 
 
Wishing you a restful break. 
 
Mr R Bugan  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091591255589&mibextid=ZbWKwL
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091591255589&mibextid=ZbWKwL
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091591255589&mibextid=ZbWKwL
https://www.aia.school.za/
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ACADEMY AND BRIGHT BEGINNIGS STAFF NEWS 
 

We would like to welcome a new staff member to the Academy. 
 

 Reception Blue – Mrs. Afton Ferus who will be assistant to Mrs. Beukes. 
 

Mrs. Ferus hails from Steinkopf and brings with her a wealth of experience in Grade R teaching.  
 

Life in mining towns naturally involves transition as residents arrive and depart. Recently, we experienced the bittersweet 
farewells of two valued team members from Bright Beginnings: 
 

 Mrs. Mariska Hendrickse, who served as an assistant in the Bambi class (3-4 years), and  
 Mrs. Charlotte Meyer, who was a practitioner in the Seahorses class (2-3 years). 

 
Their sudden departures have left us saddened, as both were experienced and dedicated staff members who contributed 
significantly to our school community. 
 
The management and staff of the Academy would like to thank them for their loyal service and would like to wish them well 
in their future.  
 

   IMPORTANT ANOUNCEMENT!!! 
 
Regular progress updates and assessments provide valuable insight into your child's academic journey throughout the year. 
To enhance our communication with parents, we are implementing a new policy beginning this year: detailed academic 
progress reports will be issued at the end of each term. Term one progress reports will be distributed to all parents on the 
first day of the new term during our regular consultation sessions with parents. This initiative will create an opportunity for 
in-depth discussions about your child's first quarter results and development. 
 

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS   

This collage beautifully illustrates how 
Bright Beginnings fosters active learning 
through play. The images showcase 
various developmental activities that 
engage children in meaningful ways. 

In the collage we demonstrate several 
key aspects of play-based learning 
through outdoor physical play, sensory 
exploration in the sandpit area and in the 
water where they develop fine motor 
skills and understanding of physical 
properties. 

Our little ones also participate in creative 
expression through art and how they 
develop socially in groups, both in circle 
time on the floor and in collaborative 
play, fostering communication skills 

At Bright Beginnings we take pride and 
care of our children, and our centre 
environment is clearly designed with 
intentional learning spaces that allow 

children to be active participants in their own development. Through these varied play experiences, children develop 
cognitive, physical, social, and emotional skills simultaneously in a holistic approach to early education. 
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THE GOSHAWK’S CHICK’S CORNER 

 

Stage 1 and 2 students enjoyed an educational visit to the State Clinic. During this excursion, students learned about 

the clinic's daily operations and had their height and weight measured—an activity that integrates seamlessly with our 

mathematics curriculum. 

 

Upon returning to school, we incorporated this collected data into the day's mathematics lesson, where students 

worked collaboratively in pairs to compare numbers. 

 

The visit also reinforced our health education objectives. We examined dental hygiene posters at the clinic, connecting 

this experience to our science curriculum and emphasizing good health habits. 

 

Many students had initially worried about receiving injections during the visit and were quite relieved to discover this 

wasn't part of the plan!        
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VALENTINE’S DANCE A SWEET SUCCESS 

 
This year's Valentine's Dance was truly memorable, brimming with love, laughter, and music. All our students attended 

in impressive formal attire, creating an elegant atmosphere from the moment the doors opened. The excitement was 

immediate as students filled the dance floor, showcasing their impressive moves to contemporary hits. Our DJ’s 

maintained high energy throughout the event with their vibrant music selection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beyond just dancing, the event celebrated friendship and affection, with students enjoying special moments alongside 

their peers in a warm, festive environment. A highlight of the evening was the announcement of the Mr. & Ms. 

Valentine and Mr. & Ms. Best Dressed competitions. Congratulations to all our winners across these categories! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valentine's Dance provided students with a perfect opportunity to relax, enjoy themselves, and create lasting 

memories with friends. We eagerly anticipate next year's celebration and extend sincere thanks to all participants who 

made this event such a success for our entire school community. 
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GEARING UP WITH FUTURE TECHNOLOGY: CODING AND ROBOTICS 

 
  
As highlighted in my opening message, our school proudly embraces technological and digital advancements. Recently, a select 
group of staff members from both the Academy and Bright Beginnings participated in an intensive three-day Coding and Robotics 
workshop, facilitated by Mr. Felix Spies from Siyafunda Education Foundation. 
 
The workshop attendees included Ms. Diergaardt (Key Stage 1), Mrs. Links (Key Stages 2 and 3), and Mrs. Brandt and Ms. Wilson 
(both representing Bright Beginnings). The training covered various coding platforms that could be implemented in classrooms 
and potential extracurricular clubs, including Scratch, Scratch Junior, Lego Six Bricks, and Tanks. Teachers were organized into 
collaborative groups, which enhanced the learning experience and made it particularly enjoyable. We are extremely enthusiastic 
about implementing these new skills and technologies! 
 
During my conversation with Mr. Spies, I discovered his family connections to two well-known South African figures: Jan Spies, 
familiar to those of us who watched Spies and Plessie, as well as former Springbok rugby player, Pierre Spies. 
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CREATVIE WRITING WORKSHOP AT AIA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aggeneys International Academy hosted an inspiring English Creative Writing Workshop, on the 12th and 

13th of February 2025, led by renowned writer Anzil Kulsen. Anzil is a well-known writer from Upington. Her focus 
is mostly on youth novels with titles such as: “Zita”, “Plotting and Scheming”, “Friends and Betrayal” as well as 
Afrikaans titles like: “Karatekas”, “Die meisie op die dak”, and her latest release: “Reënboog-melodie”. 

 

She regularly publishes in magazines and is passionate about reading and children. Her creative writing workshop 
brought together both learners and staff for an engaging and insightful session, filled with valuable lessons on 
storytelling, creativity, and effective writing techniques. 

 

Anzil shared some of her experiences as a writer and we, the participants, found it both informative and 

enjoyable, gaining new perspectives on creative expression and the art of writing. The interactive nature 

of the workshop allowed hands-on learning, sparking enthusiasm and confidence among attendees. 

It was a truly enriching session, leaving everyone motivated to explore the power of words further! And 

just maybe one of our learners or teachers could become the next Stephen King or J.K. Rowling. 
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STUDENT ATHLETES SHINE AT NAMAKWA DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

Our school’s athletics team has once again made us proud, bringing home a haul of medals from the recent 
Namakwa District Athletic Championships, held on the 26th of February 2025, in Springbok. Despite stiff 
competition, our team showed remarkable skill, determination, and sportsmanship, earning themselves 15 
medals from the previous 11 medals won in 2024.  

 

Some of our students also achieved personal bests in their respective events, demonstrating the progress they 
have made through their training and perseverance. We are incredibly proud of all our athletes who participated 
during the athletic season. At times, the elements of nature were tough on our learners, and we could see them 
pushing themselves against the sometimes-excruciating conditions.  

 

Their achievements are a testament to the school’s commitment to fostering a culture of excellence and 
sportsmanship.  

                          

 


