Learners’ Code of Conduct

AlM

This policy aims to:

e Establish a disciplined and intentional environment for the promotion of effective education and healthy
socialisation at the pre-formal and formal stages of learning.

e Protect the rights of all learners as encapsulated in the Constitution of South Africa, the SA Children’s Act, and the
AIA Child protection and Safeguarding Policy.

e Ensure that all learners associated with this organisation at all times feel safe, welcome, respected and protected.

e Ensure that all learners associated with this organisation uphold the behaviour standards of our organisation in an
age-appropriate manner.

e Ensure that all learners are guided and taught to respect their property, as well as that of the school, fellow-
learners, practitioners and non-teaching staff.

e Ensure that there are professional and standard sanctions and processes and incremental sanctions to deal with
erring students.

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEARNERS

e The right to work and learn without disturbance by others — the responsibility to not hinder or prevent others from
working and learning.

e Each learner has the right to privacy, respect and dignity as enshrined in the Constitution of South Africa and our
Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy

e All teachers / practitioners /non-teaching staff are aware that they may not execute any form of corporal
punishment; they also expect not to be attacked physically by any child in their care, or any child’s parents
/siblings.

e Each child is to be treated with respect and courtesy — in the same vein each child is expected to act courteously
towards others and respect them.

e Each learner has the right to personal safety and no violence from staff or peers.

e Learners have the right to a clean, healthy and safe learning environment, with clean water and clean toilets.

e Children / students are not to be subjected to physical, intellectual, emotional or sexual harassment from any
member of staff or fellow student.

e Learners have the right to develop holistically; and management has the right to expect learners to adhere to a
high standard of participation, practice and implementation of the vision, values and expectations of the
institution.

o All learners have the right to freedom of speech, and the rules of verbal engagement and debate / discourse is
fostered in all classrooms

e Staff has the responsibility to manage, role model, correct and encourage the appropriate use of speech. Students
have the responsibility to practice and align their language to that of the academy.

e Learners are taught to take care of the school’s property in an age appropriate manner, and parents of any learner
who abuses or intentionally damages organisation property are responsible for repairing or paying for the damage.

e Practitioners may not send learners away from school grounds during school hours without the permission of the
ELC’s or academy’s particular unit manager.

e Time Out is always supervised, and no child is left unattended or sent out of class on their own as a “punishment”.



SECTION A:

GENERAL NEATNESS OF LEARNERS

e PERSONAL GROOMING

Nails are kept short and clean; no nail varnish, glitter.

No jewellery, except stud or sleeper earrings (for girls only) and medical bracelets;

No sunglasses, only prescription glasses;

Learners should take care of personal hygiene as a pre-requisite to personal self esteem and a sign of
respect to their peers (roll-on, sanitary pads if the girls are menstruating);
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o Boys shave their beards, moustaches as soon as they notice the hair is visible, or as per request of staff.
Long beard or moustaches are not tolerated;
o Hairis always kept clean and tidy:
= Girls are allowed long hair if this is tied up once it is shoulder level — plait, ponytail, pigtails, and buns.
= Plain black /brown hairnets are allowed according to colour of hair. Girls can wear hair bands or
scrunchies that are in line with the academy colours.

= No hair dyes or coloured hair will be tolerated;

= Should the girls wear braids it should be neat and the colour match the child’s normal hair colour. Loose
braids are allowed if these are short and above the neck. Long braids must be tied up or putin a bun. No
fancy braid colours or multi-coloured beads are allowed in the hair during school term.

= Boys’ hair shall always be short and neat, no fancy styles on the hair shall be tolerated on the premises;

= Boys are not allowed to wear long hair below the top of the nape, nor long fringes or side-burns. Once
they turn 18, we will discuss how much leeway would be mutually acceptable.

e  UNIFORM

Shoes must be in line with the school uniform list and school standard: flat and black.
Children at the academy will have been instructed on the correct uniform in the first assembly of each
year, and new children coming in mid year, will get personal guidance.

o  Children are also expected to discuss with their parents when their shoes or clothes are becoming too
tight or uncomfortable. Staff will monitor this aspect and firstly talk to the child, and where necessary,
discuss with the parent the need to purchase the next size of uniform.

o  Girls should wear their skirts no higher than 3 fingers above the knee;

o  Boys should wear long trousers during the winter and shorts during summer, unless they are in Key Stage
3 or they have a valid reason, as communicated in writing by the parents.

o  Atthe end of each term the Principal will indicate whether the learners should wear summer or winter
uniforms in the following term;

o  Learners shall only wear their uniforms on academy grounds and at academy events, and cannot be worn
as casual outfits on weekends or public holidays

Children with inappropriate hair, clothing or such, who persist in not making adjustments as per instructions, will be
escorted home to change.

e BEHAVIOUR OF OUR LEARNERS ON THE ORGANISTATION’S GROUNDS AS WELL AS IN PUBLIC

o Learners should always greet each other, teachers, non-teaching staff and visitors with the necessary
respect and discipline of the full surname. They shall not call staff in the academy by their first name,
other familial terms or abbreviated surnames. Children in Bright Beginnings may call the teachers by the
names “Tannie” or “Aunty”.

o  Nocell phones of learners will be allowed on the academy grounds, except for special circumstances,
where staff feels parents need to have that channel of communication. When this is applicable, children
will be informed. Under normal circumstances, any cell phone found on a child and being used at school
will be confiscated and kept in the Administrator’s safe until the end of the week. If the child persists to
break the rule, then the phone will be confiscated until end of term.



e  RELATIONSHIPS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS

Learners in Key Stages 1 and 2 are not allowed to be in special relationships.

Learners in Key Stage 3 and 4 are allowed on condition they shall disclose their relationships to either
their teachers, the Principal or the school counsellor;

No kissing and inappropriate touching shall be allowed on the academy grounds or in the presence of the
staff just off the grounds.

e MOVEMENT AND LINING UP OF LEARNERS

o

Teachers shall manage the movement of children at all times. There should be regular, time - tabled class
toilet training times guided by the TA (Teacher’s Assistants) in Bright Beginnings, and in Key Stage 1.

By term 2 of Grade 2 in Key Stage 1, Teachers Assistants should be taking individuals to the toilet to
ensure their safety, and no child shall wander around or outside on the school ground alone.

By term 3 of Grade 2, Key Stage 1 the children may go to the toilet on their own.

Children are taught to respect the corridors and their noise levels during line up times.

e ENVIRONMENT

Learners may not make a mess on the BB grounds, the academy grounds, or in the buildings.

Learners who are spectators or supporters at any school activity must leave behind the grounds used by
them neat and clean, and must ensure that all litter is cleaned up and placed in rubbish bins.

Learners must be trained and helped to leave the toilets clean.

Any illness, conduct or failure of learners that may possibly cause a health risk for other learners, must be
avoided. Staff must notify parents to come and collect them as soon as possible.

In event of waiting for parents, the Secretary must take care of the child on a bed, in the office, with the
door opened. The secretary must always check on the child’s status.

e BUS TRANSPORT

@)
@)

All learners taking the bus must remain seated and listen to the staff or prefects on the bus.
Learners may not be disruptive on the bus, by shouting or fighting or moving about in the aisle.

This policy has been adopted on behalf of all the relevant stakeholders. Signed original in school file.



